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IN THE CLAIMS : 

1 . (Previously Presented) A limb for a breathing circuit comprising: 
an inlet, 

an outlet, and 

an enclosing wall defining a substantially singular exhalation flow passage between said 
inlet and said outlet, at least a region of said enclosing wall being of a material that allowi- the 
passage of water vapour without allowing the passage of liquid water or respiratory gases. 

a water vapour flow path from said exhalation flow passage tO; ambient air througli said 
material, and 

wherein said limb is an expiratory limb of the breathing circuit. 

2. (Previously Presented) A limb for a breathing circuit as jclaimed in claim 1 A^herein 
said material is selected from: 

(a) hydrophilic thermoplastics, 

(b) perfluorinated polymers, 

(c) woven treated tabrics, 

3. (Previously Presented) A limb for a breathing circuit a^s Iclaimed in claim 1 A^herein 
said material is a perfluorinated polymer membrane. 
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4. (Previously Presented) A limb for a breathing circuU as claused in d.im 1 wacrein 
said material is a hydrophiHc polyester block copolymer. . 

5. (Previously Presented) A lirnb for a breathing circuit as clairned in claim 1 v herein 
.aidflowpassageisaconduUandsaidregionorregionsisoraredistributedoverthcl^^^ 

said conduit. 

6. (P«vio»dyP^.od) Alin.bteab«=«Ungoircui,3.,i;taimedtoclajm5 therein 
said.e^onor«gUm»are..onga.ea.dm.«l=».a.ul»««..p=«of*..enga.ofs.id..^^^^ 

7. (l.,«iouslyP«««ed) Alin,btoabreathi«gcUcuit«iclaimedmclaiin5 
toohuling a seriK of said regig..s =pa.«l along toe length of add conduit. 

8. (Previously Presented) A limb for atae-hing eircui. as dainted in cl«na ; wherein 
said wmduit including said regions is extruded. 

9. (Previously Presented, A lin.b for a breathing citcui. as clain«d in claim S ^vherein 
.heentir. of saidextrudedconduitisofamateria) that anows.bepass.ge of wa». vapour 

without allowing the passage of liquid wale, or respiratory gases. . 

,0 (PreviouslyPresented) A limb ibr a breathing circuit as claimed in claim 8 wherein 
said regions of amatertal .ha. allows the pas^e of water vapour without allowing the passage of 
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liquid water or rtspiratory gases are one or more longitudinal strips running the complete length 

i 

of said conduit- 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A limb for a breathing circuit as claimed in claim 5 wherein 
said conduit includes at least one helically wound polymer tape or strip, part or all of saic strip 
being of a material that allows the passage of water vapour without allowing the passage of 
liquid water or respiratory gases, respective edges of adjacent turns of said strip being ad. oining 

or overlapping and bonded. : 

! 

12. (Previously Presented) A limb for a breathing circuit as claimed in claim t wherein 
said conduit mcludcs al least one longitudinal strip, part or all of said strip being of a material 
that allows the passage of water vapour without allowing the passage of liquid water or 
respiratory ^ases, said strip or strips extending parallel to the axis oPsaid conduit, edges of said ^ 
strip or strips adjoining or overlapping to form an enclosed tube imd|bonded. ^ 

m 
O 

13. (Previously Presented) A limb for a breathing circuit as claimed in clami > wherein q 
said conduit is a blown film tube of a material that allows the passage of water vapour x nthoul ^ 
allowing the passage of liquid water or respiratory gases. 

14. (Previously Presented) A limb for a breathing circuit as claimed in any oi le of 
claims 10 to 13 including lateral reinforcement against crushing. 
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1 5. (Previously Presented) A limb for a breathing circuit as claimed in claim 1-: 
wherein said lateral reinforcement includes a plurality of annular corrugations distributed over 
the length of said conduit. 

16. (Previously Presented) A limb for a breathing circuit as claimed in claim 14 
wherein said lateral reinforcement is a helical bead or a series of annular ring beads or ril-s 
distributed over the length of said conduit. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) A limb for a breathing circuit as claimed in claim 1 1 
including lateral reinforcement against crushing wherein said lateral reinforcement is a helical 
bead disposed over said adjoining or overlapping edges between turns of strip. 

18. (Previously Presemed) A limb for a breathing circuit as claimed in claim 4 
wherein said lateral reinforcement is a skeletal reinforcing structure >vithin said conduit. 



Claims 19-59 (Canceled) 
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